
Myth-busting:  Facts about public charter school funding
 
A response to the Palm Beach Post from Robert Haag, President, 
Florida Consortium of Public Charter Schools
 
Iin recent weeks, some misinformation has appeared in local media regarding public charter school operations and funding practices.  On behalf of the thousands of public charter school teachers, parents and students in Florida, I would like to address the funding inaccuracies published in the Palm Beach Post (Charters don’t match hype, Jac Wilder VerSteeg) on August 9, 2011.   The points below will provide clarity, and truth, about a much misunderstood process.   
 
· All charter school students elect to attend their public charter school because it offers a program the family values. This essential point is completely missing from Jac Wilder VerSteeg’s editorial.  Not one student is assigned to a charter school.  Enrollment is entirely a parent’s decision.  Across the state, charter school enrollment has increased every year, and we know Florida families value public school options because families continue to enroll in charter schools.  The number of charter schools has grown from 5 in their inception in 1997, to more than 450 serving 167,000 students in 2010-2011.    
 
· Parents, not former Governor Jeb Bush, are the force behind charter school growth.  Charter schools enjoy bi-partison support. Yes, Jeb Bush is a support, and so is President Obama, President Clinton and  President George W. Bush. In fact, the federal Charter Schools Program was established by President Clinton.  
· Both district schools and charter schools receive per student funding from the State.  
 
· However, charter school students are funded an average of 11.4 % less than students attending a district school (2005 Thomas B. Fordham Institute report).  
 
· According to Ball State University (May 2010), the nation’s public charter schools received, on average, $2,247 less per pupil funding than traditional public schools in the same state during the 2006-07 school year.  In Florida, on average, public charter school students received over $3,000 less than students attending traditional public schools.  
 
· Local funding accounts for the largest disparity between District and charter public schools.  Capital millage is exclusively (except in a few Counties in Florida) used by school districts – even though both district school and charter school parents contribute.  
 
· Capital outlay – funded through Public Education Capital Outlay (PECO) – is limited and only available once a charter school has been in operation for three years and has met other accountability requirements.    
 
· Most charter schools receive federal start-up grant dollars and capital outlay funds which allow them to secure a facility and begin operations. However, in the last decade, the availability of those grants has been dramatically reduced while the number of charter schools has grown substantially.  
 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Recent news articles have made incredibly misleading statements about Public Education Capital Outlay (PECO) funding.  Although public charter schools will continue to receive PECO, the allocated amount has been dramatically reduced.  
 
· District schools will not receive PECO funding this year, however, Districts continue to have several options to increase revenues.   If construction needs arise, a school District may use certificates of participation (COPS) and can also go to the voters for an added millage allocation for major construction, maintenance or operational projects, such as the Seminole County School District is currently considering.  Charter schools do not have that option.
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